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Flyingsaucersseen80 yearsago
STRANGEmovinglightsand fire-rimmedobjectsoccasionallywere

seen in the skiesdecades before1947,when peoplestartedsee

hi the August'Reader'sDi-
gest' instancesof theseun-
explained phenomena.A
naval lieutenantat sea on
February28, 1904, sighted
three meteors whose "near
approachto the surfaceand
subsequent flight away ap-
pear to be most

remarkable."

The leadingmeteorwas
egg-shaped, the smallertwo
seemed round, and they
"appearedto be

travelling
in

echelon."
A "strangecelestialvisi-

tor" was observedby thou-
sandsof Britonson the
nightof November17, 1882.
Describedas "a greatcircu-
lar disk of greenish light,"

it rose in the easternsky
and travelled from horizon
to horizonat an estimated

heightof 133 milesand a
speedof 10 milesper second.

"AIRSHIP"

In April,1897, newspapers

gavefrontpagespaceto a
huge, cigar-shaped "airship"
supposedto be cruisingover
Chicago.Previously it had
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mento,then Denver,Color-
ado, then Omaha,Nebraska.

Its light,saidthe 'NewYork

Sun,'was "as greatas that
producedby 20 stars."

As longago as March22
1870,a

mysterious
sky ob-

jectwas sightedfroma Brit-

ish barque in mid-Atlantic.

The captain's sketchof this
space traveller, later pub-
lished,showsa strikingre-
semblanceto the drawings

of flying saucersmade in re-
cent years.

An originalsaucerenthu-
siast,the articlesays, was
CharlesH. Fort, who died
in 1932,15 yearsbeforethe
term "saucer" came into use.
Aftera lifetimestudyin

the realmsof strangeaerial

lore, Fort concludedthat
supercreaturesfrom other
worlds have been visiting

our earth for centuries.

SinceJune 24, 1947,when
an airmanover the Stateof
Washington saw nine '"sau-
cerlikethings flyingin a di-
agonal chainlike line," the
flyingsaucershave provided

for the publicone of the big-
gest riddlesof history.

Withina monthafterthe
Washington phenomenon
flyingdiscs were supposedly

seen in 40 States,and ever
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sincethen strangeobjectsin
the skieshave been reported

by planepilotsand civilian

observers all over North
America and elsewhere.

SOBERING CASES
Rounding up the data,in

an August 'Digest'article
condensedfrom 'Life,'H. B.
Darrach,jun., and Robert
Ginna,cite "some sobering
cases,"buriedin a heapof
hystericalreports.

The U.S. Air Force takes

the flyingsaucersseriously,
the authorsstate.

U.S. Air Force Intelli-

gence maintains constant
investigationand study of
unidentified aerial oojects;
militaryaircraftare alerted
to attemptinterception;ra-
dar and

photographic
equip-

ment are used in an effort

to obtainfactualdata.
Since1947 dozensof inci-

dents defyingsimple ex-
planationhave occurred.

Five are cited in the
article."They are not psy-
chologicalphenomena," the
authorssay . "Theyare not
productsof U.S. research.

Americanscience has no
sourceof powerthat could
put a flying machine
throughsuch pacesas the
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saucers perform.
"Neitherare they distor-

tions of atmosphereresult-
ing from atomic activity.

The U.S. Atomic Energy
Commission and every other
Government: agency deny
responsibilityfor them."


