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Flying saucers seen 80 years ago

STR&NGE moving lights and fire-rimmed objects occasionally were

seen in the skies decades before 1947, when people started see-
| inge “flvine saucers.”
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James R. Aswell reports
in the August ‘Reader’'s Di-
gest' instances of these un-
explained phenomena, A
naval lieutenant at sea on
February 28, 1904, sighted
three meteors whose *near
approach to the surface and
sutsequent flight away ap-
pear to be most remarkable.”

The leading meteor was
egg-shaped, the smaller two
seemed round, and they
“appeared to be travelling in
echelon.”

A “strange celestial visi-
tor'" was observed by thou-
sands of Britons on the
night of November 17, 1382,
Described as “a great circu-
lar disk of greenish light,”
it rose in the eastern sky
and travelled from horizon
to horizon at an estimated
height of 133 miles and a
speed of 10 miles per second.

“AIRSHIP”

In April, 1897, newspapers
ave front page space to a
uge, cigar-shaped “airship”
supposed to be cruising-over
Chicago. Previously it had
been reported near Sacra-
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been reported near Sacra-
mento, then Denver, Color-
ado, then Omaha, Nebraska
Its light, said the ‘New York

Sun,” was “as great as 1‘.ha.l’-l
produced by 20 stars.”

As long ago as March 22
1870, a mysterious sky ob-
ject was sighted from a Brit-
ish barque in mid-Atlantic.
The captain’'s sketch of this
space traveller, later pub-
lished, shows a striking re-
semblance to the drawings
of flying saucers made in re.
cent years.

An original saucer enthu.
siast, the article says, was
Charles H. Fort, who died
in 1932, 15 years before the
term ‘“saucer” came into use.

After a lifetime study in
the realms of strange aerial
lore, Fort concluded that
supercreatures from othey
worlds have been visiting
our earth for centuries.

Since June 24, 1947, when
an airman over the State of
Washington saw nine “sau-
cerlike things flying in a di~
agonal chainlike line,” the
flying saucers have provided
for the public one of the big-
‘gest riddles of history.

Within a month after the
‘Washington phenomenon
flying discs were supposedly
seen in 40 States, and ever

.... bl e mbsmmsnva ~lnidants 4

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article169476563



Daily Mercury (Mackay, QId. : 1906 - 1954), Monday 4 August 1952, page 7 (3)

BCTTLA Ml TV DLavcd, allu wruvl
‘aince then strange objects in
the skies have been reported

: ==-a
bﬁsé)lane pilots and civilian
observers all over North
America and elsewhere,

SOBERING CASES

Rounding up the data, in
an August ‘Digest’ article
condensed from ‘Life,’ H. B.
Darrach, jun., and Robert
Ginna, cite ‘‘some sobering
cases,” buried in a heap of
hysterical reports.

The U.S. Air Force takes
che flying saucers seriously,
the authors state.

U.S. Air Force Intelli-
gence maintains constant
investigation and study of
unidentified aerial onjects;
military aircraft are alerted
to attempt interception; ra-
dar and photographic equip=-
ment are used in an effort
to obtain factual data.

Since 1947 dozens of inci-
dents defying simple ex-
planation have occurred.

Five are cited in the
article, “They are not psy-
chological phenomena,” the
authors say. "They are not
products of U.S. research.
American science has no
source of power that could
put a flying machine
through suEh paces as the
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saucers perform.

“Neither are they distor-
tions of atmosphere result-
ing from atomic activity.
The U.S. Atomic Energy
Commission and every other
Government agency deny
responsibility for them.”
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